
Session One: Exploring Catholic Social 
Teaching and the Social Challenges 
Impacting Hispanic/Latino Catholics 
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Learning Outcomes

❑Describe some of the key sources of the Church’s social teaching.  

❑Promote the seven Catholic Social Teaching (CST) themes. 

❑Identify ways to adapt CST activities for various ages, ministries, and cultures.  

❑Identify CST biblical passages to mobilize your communities to address current 
social, political, economic, and religious realities within your local context. 

❑Find opportunities to link the Church’s social teaching to liturgical catechesis and 
formation activities on the sacraments and the Church’s social mission.

❑Use different tools, resources, and best practices to analyze and act on the social 
challenges impacting Hispanic/Latino communities.  

❑Join local and regional efforts to create systemic change.
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See-Judge (Discern)-Act Methodology

❑Interpret the “signs of the times” 
(Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes).

❑“Illuminate with an unchanging 
light the new problems that are 
constantly emerging” (Caritas in 
Veritate, no. 12).

❑Put our faith in action… “Each day 
we have to decide whether to be 
good Samaritans or indifferent 
bystanders” (Fratelli Tutti, no. 69).  
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Overview of the USCCB’s Pastoral 
and Advocacy/Policy Work
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What Are the Most Pressing Social 
Challenges Impacting Hispanic/Latino 

Catholics in Our Communities?
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Group Discussion: Sharing and 
Listening to Different Perspectives 

❑What social issues have the Popes and U.S. bishops 
spoken about in recent years? 

❑Why is it appropriate for the Church to speak on 
social, economic, or political questions? 

❑ In your opinion, what are the most pressing social 
challenges impacting Hispanic/Latino Catholics in 
your communities?  



Video Discussion 
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JUDGE 
(DISCERN)



Exploring the CST Foundational 
Documents and Major Themes



What is Catholic Social Teaching (CST)? 

❑Catholic Social Teaching is a central and essential element 
of our faith (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1397). 

❑Catholic Social Teaching is built on a commitment to the 
poor and vulnerable.  

❑Catholic Social Teaching is a wealth of practical wisdom 
about the interrelatedness of social justice, personal 
holiness, and the evangelizing mission of the Church. 

❑Catholic Social Teaching is based on and inseparable 
from our understanding of human life and human dignity. 

❑Catholic Social Teaching is “always living and active” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2421). 
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Key Understandings of Catholic Social 
Teaching for the Modern Age 

Source: Catholic Social Teaching: Christian Life in Society 

❑Beginning in the 1800s, important changes in society caused new 
injustices; the Church responded by applying moral law to these 
new social injustices. 

❑The USCCB summarized the social teaching of the Church in seven 
key themes that served as a guide for living as a disciple in modern 
society. 

❑The USCCB’s first key theme focuses on the sacredness of human 
life and the dignity of the human person; the other six themes build 
upon this foundational theme. 

❑Key Documents: Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and 
Directions (Washington, DC: USCCB, 1998) and Faithful Citizenship: 
A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility (Washington, DC: USCCB, 
2003).
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Papal and Vatican Documents on the 
Social Mission of the Church 

❑ Rerum Novarum (On the Condition of Labor) — Pope 
Leo XIII, 1891

❑Quadragesimo Anno (After Forty Years) — Pope Pius 
XI, 1931

❑Mater et Magistra (Christianity and Social Progress) — 
St. John XXIII, 1961

❑ Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) — St. John XXIII, 1963

❑Gaudium et Spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church 
in the Modern World) — Second Vatican Council, 1965

❑ Dignitatis Humanae (Declaration on 
Religious Freedom) — Second Vatican Council, 1965

❑ Populorum Progressio (On the Development of 
Peoples) — St. Paul VI, 1967

❑Octogesima Adveniens (A Call to Action) — St. Paul 
VI, 1971

❑ Evangelii Nuntiandi (Evangelization in the Modern 
World) — St. Paul VI, 1975

❑ Laborem Exercens (On Human Work) — St. John Paul 
II, 1981

❑ Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (On Social Concern) — St. 
John Paul II, 1987

❑Centesimus Annus (The Hundredth Year) — St. John 
Paul II, 1991

❑ Veritatis Splendor (The Splendor of Truth) — St. John 
Paul II, 1993

❑ Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life) — St. John 
Paul II, 1995

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/leo_xiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xi_enc_19310515_quadragesimo-anno_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_15051961_mater_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_26031967_populorum_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/apost_letters/documents/hf_p-vi_apl_19710514_octogesima-adveniens_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-nuntiandi_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_14091981_laborem-exercens_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_01051991_centesimus-annus_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_06081993_veritatis-splendor_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae_en.html


Papal and Vatican Documents on the 
Social Mission of the Church (Cont.)

❑ Dignitas Personae (The Dignity of a Person) — 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 1998

❑ Ecclesia in America (The Church in America) — St. 
John Paul II, 1999

❑ Fides et Ratio (Faith and Reason) — St. John Paul II, 
1998

❑ Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the 
Participation of Catholics in Political Life – 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 2002

❑Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church 
— Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, 2004

❑ Deus Caritas Est (God Is Love) — Pope Benedict XVI, 
2005

❑ Sacramentum Caritatis (The Eucharist as the Source 
and Summit of the Church's Life and Mission) — 
Pope Benedict XVI, 2007

❑Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth) — Pope Benedict 
XVI, 2009

❑ Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel) — Pope 
Francis, 2013

❑ Laudato Si' (On Care for Our Common Home) — 
Pope Francis, 2015

❑Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazon) — Pope 
Francis, 2022

❑ Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship) — 
Pope Francis, 2020

❑ Laudate Deum (Praise God) — Pope Francis, 2023

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_15101998_fides-et-ratio_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20021124_politica_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20021124_politica_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20070222_sacramentum-caritatis_en.html#The_Eucharist,_a_mystery_to_be_offered_to_the_world
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-in-veritate_en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20200202_querida-amazonia.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20231004-laudate-deum.html


Catholic Social Teaching:  
Statements by the U.S. Bishops

❑ Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to 
Love, Nov 2018

❑ Forming Consciences for Faithful 
      Citizenship, Nov 2015 (with 2023 Introductory 

Note)
❑ A Culture of Life and the Penalty of Death, Nov 

2005
❑ Catholics in Political Life, June 2004 

❑ "For I Was Hungry, and You Gave Me Food" 
Catholic Reflections on Food, Farmers, and 
Farmworkers, Dec 2003

❑ Strangers No Longer, Jan 2003, Bishops of the 
United States & Mexico 

❑ In All Things Charity: A Pastoral 
Challenge for the New Millennium, Nov 
1999 

❑ Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: 
Challenges and Directions, June 1999

❑ Called to Global Solidarity, Nov 1997
❑ Communities of Salt and Light, Nov 

1993 
❑ Economic Justice for All, November 

1986 
❑ The Challenge of Peace, 1983 



Life and Dignity of the Human Person

❑ All made in God’s image = inherent 
dignity

❑ Human life is sacred

❑ Good of persons as the foundation 
of vision for society

❑ A fulfilled life as intended by God

Call to Family, Community, and Participation

❑ Human development happens in 
relationships

❑ Family is the basic institution

❑ Participation of all in communities and 
society

❑ The human person is not only sacred 
but also social
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Rights and Responsibilities 

❑Basic human rights must be protected

• Civil and political rights

• Economic rights

❑Corresponding duties

• Toward oneself

• Toward others

• Duties of society, government

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

❑ Weak, vulnerable, and most in need 
deserve preferential concern 

❑ Basic moral test = how we treat the 
most vulnerable 

❑ The Culture of Encounter 

❑ The face of Christ 
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The Dignity of Work and 
Rights of Workers

❑ The economy must serve 
people, not the other way 
around

❑ Work is more than a way 
to make a living; it is a 
form of continuing 
participation in God’s 
creation

❑ Rights and duties of 
workers and employers

Solidarity

❑We are one human family, whatever 
our national, racial, ethnic, economic, 
and ideological differences 

❑We are our brothers’ and sisters’ 
keepers, wherever they may be 

❑ The Body of Christ

❑ Loving our neighbor has global 
dimensions. What does it mean to 
love our neighbors? 

❑ The goods of the earth are 

for all to share

❑ Earth entrusted to us, its 

stewards

❑ Protect the earth for 

unborn, future generations

❑ Interdependence

Care for God’s Creation
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The Principles of Subsidiarity 
and the Common Good

Images: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 



ACT



National Pastoral Plan for 
Hispanic/Latino Ministry 

❑Mentions CST 7 times 

❑Highlights JPHD Resources/Initiatives: Catholic Social 

Teaching (CST), Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development (CCHD), Two Feet of Love in Action, and the 

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering (CSMG) 

❑National Projects & Initiatives:

• Social Justice Formation and Mission (p.51)

o Activity #4: Provide opportunities for formation in 

Catholic Social Teaching and practices, including 

direct action, advocacy, and community 

organizing. 
Image: Our Sunday Visitor



Breakouts: Discussion Questions

❑How does Catholic Social Teaching 
illuminate the social challenges impacting 
Hispanic/Latino Catholics in our 
communities? 

❑Which of these teachings do you find 
difficult to put into practice?



BREAKOUT GROUPS 



Plenary
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Avoiding Ideological Conflicts

❑Stay focused on the Church’s social teaching, especially its 
basic themes and principles, regarding human life, human 
rights, justice, and peace. 

❑Acknowledge that persons of goodwill might legitimately 
disagree over how to apply this teaching in particular 
circumstances, especially complex social situations. 

❑Use the Church’s social teaching as a lens to look at the 
moral and human dimensions of public issues. 

❑Over time, address a wide range of issues of concern to the 
Church, especially foundational matters of human life and 
dignity,  to avoid the appearance of being ideological. Do 
not just focus on a few social issues of special interest to you.  

❑Encourage dialogue and respect for the dignity of each 
participant in the discussion. 

Image: Department of Justice, Peace 

and Human Development, USCCB



Going Deeper: Learn More and Act  

Image: USCCB Action Center
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